
C O U N C I L  C O M K U N I C H T I O N  

TO : THE CITY COUNCIL 
FROM: THE CITY MANAGER'S OFFICE 

COUKCIL SPECiAL MEETING DATE 
F R I D A Y ,  JULY 8, 1988, 7:OO A.M. 

SUBJECT: HELiCOPTER RIDES AS PART O F  "DOCJNTOWM DAYS", JULY 14, 15 and 16, 1988. 

PREPARED BY: City Attorney 

As p a r t  of the "Downtown Days" event scheduled f o r  
July 14,  15 and 16, 1988, i t  has Seen proposed t h a t  
the City allow use of a municipal parking l o t  in  the 

a r ea  f o r  takeoffs  and landing of hel icopters  providing rides t o  the public.  
A t  the meeting of July 6 ,  1988, the City Council directed the City Attorney's 
o f f i c e  t o  look i n t o  the proposal and  t o  make recommendations. Because of the 
s h o r t  response time involved, a n  in depth analysis  i s  not possible.  However, 
a few points deserve a t ten t ion :  

I spoke w i t h  Duane Ferguson, California Department of Transportation, 
Aeronautics Division on Thursday, Ju ly  7 ,  1988. Fir. Ferguson informed me t h a t  
t he re  a re  no r e s t r i c t i o n s  placed on such operations other  than a requirement 
t h a t  if the take off and landing s i t e  i s  located within 1000 l i nea r  f e e t  of a 
school , whether pub1 i c  o r  pr iva te ,  the proposal must be inspected and approved 
by his off ice.  Depending on which s i t e  was proposed f o r  u t i l i z a t i o n  a s  a take 
o f f  and landing area, th is  m i g h t  be a problem s ince  the S t .  Anne's school 
(kindergarten through 8 t h  grade) and the tini ted Methodist preschool 
operations a r e  both located within t h a t  1000 f o o t  radius of ce r t a in  City 
l o t s .  I t  i s  unknown how long i t  would take CALTRANS t o  respond, inspect and 
approve such a project ,  b u t  i t  would probably be d i f f i c u l t  t o  accomplish 
before the propcsed event. 

In addition, the l i a b i l i t y  aspect of  the proposal causes me concern. I t  was 
s t a t e d  t h a t  the hel icopter  se rv ice  ca r r i e s  a $1 mil l ion l i a b i l i t y  policy; 
however, any major accident involving one of the hel icopters  could e a s i l y  
generate l i a b i l i t y  f a r  i n  excess of this f igure.  Since the service would be 
operating w i t h  the cooperation of the City and u t i l i z i n g  a municipal parking 
l o t  f o r  landings and take o f f s ,  the City would probably be included i n  an  
lawsui t ,  and i t  is  a t  l e a s t  possible (a:though the probabi l i ty  i s  uncertain 
that  the City m i g h t  be deemed l i a b l e .  

In summary, I would recommend t h a t  the Council dec l ine  the proposal f o r  the 
present and allow more time t o  reach an informed conclusion on the matter. I t  
is  possible t h a t  a l l  concerns s t a t ed  could be addressed pr ior  t o  the second 
annual "Downtown Days" i f  desired.  

Respectfully submitted, - 
BOB MCNATT 
City Attorney 
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